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supremacy with one another. Problems of social and
.political unity are tackled in this epic with consummate
mastery. The fusion of clans and tribes., not wholly
Aryan;, into the social structure of the Hindus is
another important event that took place in this period,
when the affirmation of the ideals of Dharma, the
religious, ethical, social, political, juristic and custo-
mary law, organically governing the life of the people
.served as an effective check on any arbitrary abuse
of sovereign power by the king. Any violation of
Dharma by the king was severely dealt with. Not
to speak of deposition, Manu prescribes even death
for the king who would infringe the Law. Thus the
majesty of Dharma asserted itself in its own right as
greater than that of the sovereign whose sole duty
was to administer the Law faithfully and to look to
the strict observance of its every injunction both in
the individual and the collective life of the people.
In this way a common Dharma, a common culture
administered by a benevolent king and followed by
a dutiful people helped to build up a social and
political integrity which gave to the state all its power
and vitality.

But the state did not expand beyond certain limits;
neither was there any organised attempt at mutual
co-operation with others for the formation of a
confederacy or a league. Though the ideal of an
all-India Empire, chaturantarajya, and a feeling
of kinship regarding all Aryans or Indians as one
people was always there., yet in practice it was a kind